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CLA’s Work Interred in o Vacuum

and patriots (which both men are) they could
By Stewart A.[sop L not possibly have defended, to themselves or
AMONG THE other decisions erowding in  others the policy of defense cutbacks which
on President Eisenhower ig one which is g was central to the whole Administration pro-
great deal more important than it appears on gram. And yet it jg also true that the fact
the surface. He must approve or disapprove that the CIA is strictly limited to foreign in-
2 proposal, which ig before the Nationa] Se- telligence . made it far easier for men like
curity Council, for a new Mmechanism for Humphrey ang Wilson .to avoid being “im-
measuring at all timeg just where this Coun-  pressed by the impact” of that intelligence,
try and the Communist bloc stand in the cold For, in the fantastically complex structure
war and the arms race, f the i i
The best way to understand the importance &
of this proposal is to recall the most dramatie furs o, body whose
and significant moment in the hearings be- o really stand in th,

briefing the committee members,

'I:he Senators listened glumly_ while Dulles In the p oputnik era, for ¢xample, lead-

Ing Administration spokesmen i'epeated over
and over, like an incantation,_ that “we have
never been stronger.” In a literal sense, in

to submarine-based missile attack; that the BUT IT was EASY for the highest offi.
Soviets should have operational ICBMs and cials to believe their own complacent reas-
ICBM bases in the near future, ang so on. surances, because no one had the job of
- Then Sen. Stuart Symington, with an assist constantly comparing Soviet ang American
- from other Senators, began asking the obvi. power in meaningfuj terms. Theoretically,
ous questions. How long had the Central In. this is the Job of the NSC itself, But the
' telligence Agency had such intelligence? The members of the NSC are also.th_e chief Gov-
CIA began getting “hapq” intelligence on ernment Policy makers, and it ig foolish in
Soviet missile progress as long ago as 1952, the nature of things to expect the policy
Dulles replied. Had the intelligence - been makers to sit in Judgment over their own
made available to the Nationa] Security policies.
Council? Certainly. Why, then had our own Under the present system, there are only
Missile effort actually been cut bhack? 30?3510!:13[ aéld spotratflic ;]zﬂ‘orts to mﬁ‘lvﬁt atda
o alanced judgment ¢ where we really stang.
oot boen SE1c S, TN it e Cra vaa - Balamced ument rebrescnied by the m.
impact of the intelligence” which the crs famous report of the Gaither Committee.

had had “for some time.” Why noto At this There was no inte!ligence_made available
Foa o ulles cited the basic law under whish 10 the Gajeer o mittee which was not also

' Soviet Union, On the contrary, the CIA was Were profoundly “Impressed by the impact”

specifically enjoined from concerning jtself Of the CIA’s infelligence, .
vfitﬁ the yAmtgrican defense situatio%. The The proposal before the py esident amounts

o : ; . to a sort of continuing Gaither Committee,
gé‘énc‘z.as strictly confined to foreign intel The new body would have no poh’cy-making

THIS IS NOT, of course, the whole reason keepa Tunning box score on the cold war and
why the NSC was not “impressed with the the arms race, so that intelligence would no
impact” of the CIA’s intelligence, The oasic longer he considered in a vacuum. Its fune-
Ieason was that the men who dominated the tion, indeed, would be tg keep rubbing the
NSC, like Secretary of the Treasury George noses of the members of the NSC—including
Humphrey angd Secretary of Defense Charles the President himself—in the real meaning
Wilson, did not want to be impressed. of the facts collected by the CIA.

If they had been impressed, as honest men Copyright, 1958, New York Heraig Tribune, Inc.
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